Al JI ALY o
THE MOST BELOVED DAYS TO ALLAH

All praises are due to Allah. Anything good is from Allah and any mistakes are

from ourselves and the shaitan. May Allah forgive us. ‘
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THE MOST BELOVED DAYS TO ALLAH

TEN DAYS OF DHUL HIJJAH
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INTRODUCTION
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We are waiting for the ten days of Dhul Hijah and
we find the preparation for each year is special

and customized.

Notice how Allah (Jlssg 4ilxww) Taught us the Name

of Al ‘Aleem - The All-Knower before entering the
Ten Days of Dhul Hijah. And it shows before

coming to anything, we do not know, but only

Allah (Jlssg d5loww) kNnoOws.
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If we feel we already know about the Ten Days of
Dhul Hijjah and we already know what we need 1o
do because we have the list from the last year,
then we will not benefit, we will not witness scenes,
we will not unlock freasures.

The Ten Days of Dhul Hijah is to withess to the

greatest testimony which is (all 31 4] 3). And we

cannoft withess to it if we feel we know.

The trial of knowledge can stop us from sacrificing

our desires. And only Allah (Jlssg dlsww) knows

what is our desire. Only He knows what we need to
overcome, what we need to do, what we need to

leave behind and what we need to take with us.

We do not know, but only Allah (Jls5g dilsew) kKNOWS.

The journey of the first Ten Days of Dhul Hijjah is not

like the journey of the last Ten Nights of Ramadan.
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- Here it is at the start of the month, for Ramadan it
is the end of the month. It is an end for our desires
and a new start for us.

- No one is worthy of atfachment or praise because
Allahu Akbar — Allah is the Greatest.

WE ARE ALL MISGUIDED, HUNGRY AND
NAKED UNLESS ALLAH GUIDES US, FEEDS

US AND CLOTHES US
olie G 8ubl isdiiiold d3ih (e Yl Juaﬁssé;mu
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My servants, all of you are liable to err except one
whom | guide on the right path, so seek right
guidance from Me so that | should direct you to the
right path. O My servants, all of you are hungry
(needy) except one whom | feed, so beg food from
Me, so that | may give that to you. O My servants,
all of you are naked (need clothes) except one

Ve
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whom | provide garments, so beg clothes from Me,

so that | should clothe you.!
This hadith shows we are nothing and this is the best

state to feel we do not know, we are empty, we

have no belongings, but Allah (Jlssg d5laeews) kNnoOws,

He guides us and He takes care of us.

In these days, we want to see that Allah ( dlswww

Jdlsg) is Al *Aziz Al Haokeem (The All-Mighty The All-

Wise), Rabb Al '‘Alaomeen (Lord of the Worlds), Al
Hayy Al Qayoom (The Ever-Living, The Self-
Sustaining Master), Al 'Aliy Al Adheem (The Most
High, The Most Great), Al Awwal Al Akhir Adh
Dhahir Al Batin (The First, The Last, The Apparent,
The Hidden), Dhul Jalaali wal lkraam (Owner of

Majesty and Honor). And we want to see that He is

1 Sahih Muslim 2577
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Al Ahad As Samad (The One, The Most Solid) who
Is not born to anyone and no one is born from Him,
and there is no one like Him.

- We want to witness to the greatest testimony — to

(<l Y1 I ¥). We want to witness to the greatest thing

in life which is to be a slave of Allah (Jlssg dilow).

We do not want anything in our mind to block us

from enjoying this time.

THE MOST BELOVED DAYS TO ALLAH

- We are now welcoming the most beloved days to

Allah (Jlssg 4lxw) and any deeds done in this time

are more beloved to Him. So it is all about love and
feelings for Him; it is not about timetables.
o The accepted haqjj is not only about fulfilling rituals

and doing things according to schedule. It is about

coming across delays, it is about someone comes
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and pushes our buttons, it is about accepting what
decree comes to us so that we learn. It is not about
knowing everything.

We never want to be someone like a machine who
is empty. Dhul Hijah comes in a time when
everyone is busy in their life, and when it comes, it

is not about how strong or brave we may be. It is

to see how much we love Allah (Jlss d5laww) and

how much we make Him Akbar (Greatest) in our
life. He is greater than anything we think is great in
our life.

This is a fime when we are in the middle of desires,
tasks, problems and trials. And from this, we want
to make Allahu Akbar.

Allah (Jlssg 4ilsww) 1S The All-Knower to know what

we magnify in our mind. Anything we make big in

our life, we make tawaf for it, we make sa'ee for if,
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we sleep for it and we even “stone” others for if,
subhan Allah.

We are a human and we need to work with
feelings because what inspires us are feelings.
What makes us end a page and start a new

chapter? It is the feelings.

We see how Allah (Ulsig dilxww) lOves His creation,

He values them though they are His slaves. So we

should magnify Allah (Jlsjg dilsww) IN the 1sf, 2nd, 3rd,

4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th day of Dhul Hijjah, and on 9th day
of Dhul Hijjah, we renew our contract for whatever
we are doing for Him. Whether it is the prayer,

fasting, acquiring knowledge or calling others to

Allah (Jlsss 4lewws), Whatever He opened for us, it is

the time to renew our confract, so we should

accept the nurturing from Him.
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SURAH AL "ARAAF 172
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And [mention] when your Lord took from the
children of Adam - from their loins - their
descendants and made them testify of themselves,
[saying to them], "Am | not your Lord?" They said,
"Yes, we have testified.” [This] - lest you should say
on the day of Resurrection, "Indeed, we were of this
unaware."

o All that takes place in the year and all that has
taken place in our life from the time we are born,
then we acceptit. Where we lived, where we went
to school, where and what we worked, who we
married, and so forth are all nurturing for us, but the
“fast frack” of nurturing is when He opened the

gates of knowledge.
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SURAH AZ ZUMAR 9
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Is one who is devoutly obedient during periods of
the night, prostrating and standing [in prayer],

fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of

his Lord, [like one who does not]e Say, "Are those
who know equal to those who do not know?e" Only

they will remember [who are] people of
understanding.

o The Day of ‘Arafah is the day when Allah ( ¢lww

Jdl=ig) forgives the sins of all those who go to haijj,

and for those who did not go to haqj. It is to

remember how Allah (Jlsjg dilxwos) Nurtured them

and took care of them that year.

o The Day of ‘Arafah is also called (sc) “eid”

because it comes and is repeated again. So when

10
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the Day of 'Arafah comes, it is the day of renewing

that contract.

o May Allah (Ulsss dilsew) make us from the (i)

which means someone who does not know, has no
ability, but is in a state of complete submission to
his Lord.

MUKHBITEEN — UTMOST SUBMISSION

MUKHBITEEN — UTMOST SUBMISSION
Lleial il o ) 153515 lielliall 9asd 15ia Gl )
OB Lo paiiz]!
Indeed, they who have believed and done
righteous deeds and humbled themselves to their

Lord - those are the companions of Paradise; they
will abide eternally therein.

o They will not say, “this is my opinion, why did this
happen” because there is no time for this in hajj,

there is no time for arguing because it is just a few

11
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days. But overcoming this will change us 360
degrees, just as those who return from haqjj, they
retfurn as newborns.

Sometimes people want a “makeover” in their life,
so they go to a weight camp, and they refurn as
being “ten or twenty years younger”, but refurning
from hajj is fo return as a newborn. And this is the
best makeover we can have which is to be
someone simple, cute, who does not argue, and
the smallest things make us happy. If we get upset,
we are quick to overcome it. Everyone attends to
us and the baby just wants milk from its mother. The
baby does not even know who will carry them, but
they accept. It is all to go back to the fitra (our
natural disposition).

But with life, our fitfra starts to get covered, so we
become quick to get iritated, we become

sensitive, unaccepting, inflexible, greedy and

12
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wanting more. The more we are far away from the
fitra, the more we become “unnatural”.

o The fransformation of the 9t of Dhul Hljjah and the

renewal of the confract is with:

BEST DUA ON THE DAY OF 'ARAFAH

ule bl o (gl & 002 OB gl B ecind ek
Osiidly Gl &5 L2455 &850 a33 ted (I3 " U1 ol
33 Jazel Ay SN AT & Gy 2 W B05 5 LIy &)Y A e
Amr bin Shu'aib narrated from his father, from his
grandfather, that the Prophet (elws dde Al Llo)

said: “The best of supplication is the supplication of
the Day of Arafah. and the best of what | and the
Prophet before me have said is:

(La llaha lllallah, Wahdahu La Sharika Lahu, Lahul-
Mulku Wa Lahul-Hamdu, Wa Huwa Ala Kulli Shai’in
Qadir).’

None has the right to be worshipped but Allah,
Alone, without partner, to Him belongs all that

13
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exists, and to Him belongs the Praise, and He is able
to do all things.?

- In the last fen nights of Ramadan, we make

constant dua for Allah (Jlssy dlsww) O pardon us,

though we do not know when the Night of Decree
will take place. But for the Ten Days of Dhul Hijjah,
we know when is the Day of ‘Arafah and each day
of Dhul Hijjah is a like taking a step up the stairs. And

we need that fraining with the takbeerat:

TAKBEERAT — PROCLAIMING THE
GREATNESS OF ALLAH

1Y )Y ST il STl ST Ll

..Mz." 4333 j\Si 4&‘ j\Si 43.\‘
Allaahu akbar, Allaahu akbar, Allahu akbar , Laa

ilaaha ill-Allaah

2. Jami  at-Tirmidhi 3585

14
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Allaahu akbar, Allaahu akbar, wa Lillaah iI-hamd
Allah is Most Great , Allah is Most Great, Allah is
Most Great , There is no god but Allah
Allah is Most Great Allah is Most Great and to Allah
is all praise

o The more we say if, the more it becomes a part of
us until we reach ‘Arafah, and the word ‘arafah
means something recognized and known.

Someone might say, | cannot do something”, but

|O

some can pray, some can fast, some can help
others, some give charity, some forgive in these ten
days, so we should do whatever we know and is

opened for us. And something we can all do is

remember Allah (Jlsig dilxw).

|O

So after hqjj, we will always remember Allah ( dlsw

Jdleig), think of Him and remember Him wherever

we may be.

15
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o Remembering Allah (Jlsss dilsew) IS NOT ONly with

our tfongue, but with our heart. We never want to
be negligent or heedless, and when we remember
Him with our heart, we will be satistied and at

peace.

SURAH AR RA'AD 28
&gl Gl ol 8y il )80 wiiols Gl 1gial el
Those who believed (in the Oneness of Allah -
Islamic Monotheism), and whose hearts find rest in

the remembrance of Allah: verily, in the
remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest.

- We can be restless and all over the place before
these days. And then different whispers and
worries come about, but then we reach a point we
no longer want to indulge in it because now is the
time when many “files” can change. It is the end

of the year, and as if an “audit” takes place,

16
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handovers take place, exchanges and renewals
take place.

When we are so deep into helping others, it can
be so “operational” and then we become fussy if
things are delayed. The Yoperation” part of
something, even if it is good deeds, no longer
makes us soft or smiling.

The hqjj comes in a time when there are many

things going on around us, and any deed s

beloved to Allah (Ulsig 4ilsew). ANd this is out of His

mercy because He knows we can be so rigid with

“plans and timetables”, so He kepft it open. Any

good deed is beloved to Allah (Ulssy dilow) i

these days. Unlike in Raomadan when it specifically
mentions fasting Ramadan, praying the night

prayer and establishing the Night of Decree.

17
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DEEDS IN THE TEN DAYS OF DHUL HIJJAH
ARE MOST BELOVED TO ALLAH
dle <l uo dll Jgmy JU8 : L8 Loae il gy (wbie ool (o9
"ALY1 o (e il J) el Led mliall boad Al o Lo ™ selass
" all sl gas
(Ibn 'Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (elws dde dlll L)

said, "There are no days during which the righteous
action is more beloved to Allah than these days
(i.e., the first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah)."™

o SO now we are not talking about multiplication of

rewards, but we are talking about it being the most

beloved to Allaoh (Ulsiy dilsxww). ANd this changes

our calculation of how we want to be with Allah

(Jlzig dilow).

3 Riyahd As Saliheen Al- Bukhari - Book 9, Hadith 1249
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When we renew our contract on the Day of
‘Arafah, only He knows what nurturing we need.
He is our Rabb so He will take care of us in the best
way to return back to our fitra.

We can get used with life and in the end it is to

believe that Allah (Jlsss 4ilxww) is Ar Rabb. We need

to be someone who is flexible even while doing our
rituals.

We need to be someone who only magnifies Allah

(Ulsy dlew). We do not magnify ourselves,

people, problems, evil, the shaitan, our sins or
desires. We do not want to be that fussy slave.
When a mother has fussy children, what does she
do?¢ She disciplines them and rewards them if they
do good.

The mukhbiteen are those who submit to the

blessings, decrees and commands of Allah ( 4w

19
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Jdlzig). An example of submitting to the blessings is

when we are told before leaving the house, “take
a bottle of water with you”, and we say, “no I'min
a hurry”. And we leave and we find ourselves in
need of that botfle of wish; we wish we had
listened.

Evenif there is a command we know, we still submit
to it. And when a decree comes, we submit to it,
because we do not know how much good will
come. Then it becomes easier to “slaughter our
desire” and stone our one enemy common to all
of us, which is the shaitan.

So when we are truly mukhbiteen and are in total

submission we will say:

20
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NO HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED
EXCEPT ALLAH

K S 5h Azl Ay LI 40 40 aLy & Y b5 QY )Y

- -

v 4 o &

R e

(La llaha lllallah, Wahdahu La Sharika Lahu, Lahul-
Mulku Wa Lahul-Hamdu, Wa Huwa Ala Kulli Shai’in
Qadir).’

None has the right to be worshipped but Allah,
Alone, without partner, to Him belongs all that
exists, and to Him belongs the Praise, and He is able
to do all things.4

- Then we will be a newborn and it will be easy to
“slaughter our desire”, and “stone our enemy’” for
three days. And then we can eat and drink with
ease.

o The hajj is to stop counting and worrying because

Allah (Jlssg 4dleww) is The Greatest, so we attach to

4. Jami  at-Tirmidhi 3585
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Him out of magnification. And when we magnify

Allah (Uls5s 4l it WiIll elevate us in the right way,

and we praise Him and He will increase us.
o SO0 anything we do in the Ten Days of Dhul Hijjah,

we need to believe it is more beloved to Allah

(Ul=ig i), AS fOr those going to hajj, then they

will perform the rituals but while remembering Allah

(Jl=ig ilew), they will say:

| AM AT YOUR SERVICE O ALLAH
2aaidly Dl & (AT 30 Gy 2 Y ST ST R B
a0 oy & ¥ AUty &
Labbayk-Allahumma labbayk, labbayka Ia sharika
laka labbayk, inna ‘I-hamda, wanni mata, laka wa
‘I-mulk, Ia sharika lak.
| am here at Your service, O Allah, | am here at Your

service. | am here at Your service, You have no
partner, | am here at Your service. Surely the praise,

22
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and blessings are Yours, and the dominion. You
have no partner.°

o And even if we are not going to hajj, attending the

study circles is the reward of haij;.

REWARD OF HAJ FOR ATTENDING THE
STUDY CIRCLES
¥ ol J1 12 ¢0)) I sy dade dil o - il Jgmay o
(5> LGz 28 4 58 dalad o (45 oJaks o1 ¥) vy

-~ <

The Messenger of Allah (eluws ddde Al o) said:

"Whoever goes to the mosque wanting to learn
good or teaching it then he will have the reward of
hajj, a complete hajj."¢

THE NAFS AT REST

- We want to be someone who is at rest. We all want

a new dawn, we all want a new us. We want to

5 Muslim 2/841
¢ Sahih At Targheeb 86, Authenticated by Al Albani as Hasan Sahih
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retfurn to our Rabb, entering with His righteous

slaves and His paradise.

SURAH AL FAJR 27 TO 30

27
[To the righteous it will be said], "O reassured soul,
28
Lyh duply <l ) e
Return to your Lord, well-pleased and pleasing [to

Him],
29

$3lie @ S>3

And enter among My [righteous] servants
30

ERPERE
And enter My Paradise.”
o The most tranquil time is the fajr fime and in the first

ten days of Dhul Hijjah, if we only magnify Allah

(JUl=5s lw) aNd Not something else, then we will

24
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be at peace. We do not want fo “repeat the year”

because we did not magnify Allah (Jlssg dilow).

In these ten days, there is the nafs and the shaitan

that we need to overcome, and that is by pushing

everything and magnifying Allah (Jlsiy dilsww) DY

repeating the takbeer and working on our heart
and feelings.

Then we can truly sacrifice our desire and be a
new person with new openings in our life. We want
a beftter person every year; we do not want o
remain the same.

When we come out of Ramadan, we should come
out as muttageen (those who do not follow their
desires), as when we come out of the ten days of

Dhul Hijah we want to come out as a nafs at rest,

entering with the special slaves of Allah ( &l

Jlzig) and entering His paradise.

25
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PLEASED WITH ALLAH AS OUR RABB

70 7 g - /’, ° "ﬁz W };. . -
el azmesd Lo aMdlig L iy Sy

Raditu billahi Rabba, wa bil-Islkami dina, wa bi-
Muhammadin (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallama)
nabiyya.
| am pleased with Allah as my Lord, with Islam as my
religion, and with Muhammad (&) as my Prophet.”

DIVINE NURTURING LESSONS
o The Ten Days of Dhul Hijah is fo witness fo the
greatest testimony which is (ai/l ¥/ 4/ 3). And we

cannot witness to it if we feel we know.

o The frial of knowledge can stop us from sacrificing

our desires. And only Allah (Jleiy lxew) kKNOws

what is our desire. Only He knows what we need to

7 At-Tirmidhi 5/465
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overcome, what we need to do, what we need fo
leave behind and what we need to fake with us.

We do not know, but only Allah ( Jleiy 4ilscs) KNOWS.

o He is greater than anything we think is great in our
life.
o The most franquil time is the fajr time and in the first

ten days of Dhul Hijah, if we only magnify Allah

(= vlxcws) QNd Not something else, then we will

be at peace.

MAY ALLAH MAKE US AMONG THOSE WHO MAGNIFY HIM, ARE
PLEASED WITH HIM AND BECOME THE NAFS AT REST. AMEEN.

27



THE MOST BELOVED DAYS TO ALLAH

1. @M\ M\M—TAFSEER SHEIKH AS SA'ADY
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1. TEN DAYS OF DHUL HIJJAH

. MUKHBITEEN

. GOLDEN DAYS — GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES
. MOST BELOVED DEEDS TO ALLAH
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PAST CLASS NOTES AND NEW POSTS ON TELEGRAM
THIS IS OPEN TO BOTH WOMEN AND MEN

FOR STUDENTS OF KNOWLEDGE, TEACHERS AND DA'EES IN ENGLISH

https://t.me/markazalsalampublicationsENG

FOR STUDENTS OF KNOWLEDGE, TEACHERS AND DA'EES IN ARABIC

https://t.me/markazalsalampublicationsAR

FOR CHILDREN CLASS NOTES
https://t.me/dropletsofdew

FOR BEGINNERS TO ISLAM
https://t.me/truthfulentry
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