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Pearls in the Qur'an

Adornment of Paradise:
D0 W RULL 5131315 b G gl G b G314 RS a0 s cladlial 1 slet 5 15il Gl RS 4 )

Truly, Allah will admit those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism)
and do righteous good deeds, to Gardens underneath which rivers flow (in Paradise),
wherein they will be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls and their garments therein

will be of silk.!
A e il 57150505 b o gl e L G510 Wl e Elds

'Adn (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens) will they enter, therein will they be adorned

with bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments therein will be of silk.2

e The people of paradise will be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls. And their

garments are silk. This shows the best combination is gold and pearls.
Servers of Paradise:
Gsita S e agd Gae agile aghag

And there will go round boy-servants of theirs, to serve them as if they were preserved

pearls.3
oAl 333&31 JUlS

Like unto preserved pearls.4

1 Surah Al Hajj 23

2 Surah Fatir 33

3 Surah Tur 24

4 Surah Al Waqgiah 23
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e They are like preserved pearls thus no heat or difficulty will touch them.
e They never leave the people of paradise without waiting for them and serving them.

They are constantly going around them.

e Pearls are precious in this life because they are pure and preserved. And in the

hereafter, those who serve the dwellers of paradise are like pearls.

e Suleiman (2wl 4de) is calling Balgees to Islam because she will have better than what
she has now. When we call people to Islam because they will have a better life in this

life and in the hereafter.

5 Surah Allnsan 19
6 As Silsalah As Saheeha 2790, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih
7 Sahih At Targheeb 3712, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih
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Word Meaning

e Surely the start of a letter is with (asJll (s )l &l a) and Suleiman (22wl 4de) started with
(an ) e M &) a) before his name, but Balgees mentioned Suleiman’s name first
because this is what's dominating for her. The one who disbelieves will process matters
differently from the one who believes.

e She was also impressed with the presentation of the letter. This shows a letter should
include presentation, whom it is from and the content.

o ) ( ): Suleiman’s letter is an official letter
which is short and to the point, but what should be the focus? The presentation. When
the presentation is not good but the content is good, it will not be valued. Similarly
with books, people do judge books according to its cover.

e The contents of the letter are to come to him as Muslims. He rules the whole world and
Balgees is under his authority, but he did not force himself though he is able to. Thus
the contents of the letter are in line to his position.

e He said fo not come above him. He told her from the start to not be above her
because that is his position. This teaches us to not come above the authority, rulers,

or show arrogance. We need to always be in line by obeying Allah (&), His Messenger
(#) and those in charge.
o ) (

): he said to come to him because Suleiman (3wl 4de) will not come to

her. She should come submitting as a Muslim. Notice Allah (#) is not mentioned
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because first Balgees needs to give due position to Suleiman (22wl 4de) and come as

a Muslims. When she does then she will be able to submit to Allah (%). If someone

cannot submit to the one in charge who is in front of him then how can he submit to

Allah (). For example, if children are not respecting their parents then how will it be
for them to respect Allah ().

e |tis a stable civilization when those within the dominion are not arrogant and do not

go above the one in charge. When there is stability then there will be progression.

Word Meaning

e An advanced civilization consults and asks, but whom? The chiefs. When making a
decision, the chiefs are consulted so the rules and decisions are not based on one
person. There will be barakah when others are consulted.

¢ Inlife there are different matters which require a decision to be made such as buying
a property, what school to go to, which job to take, whether to go forward with a
marriage proposal, etc.

¢ Consultation is made with others, but the decision is made by the one in charge.

e There is consulting before istikhara. A person seeks counsel, decides then prays

istiknara.
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Homework: which names of Allah are mentioned in Surah Ash Shura.

e The Prophet (&) sought counsel from Salman Al Farasi («= 4 =)) and was given the

idea to dig a french.

e The Prophet (#) sought counsel from Um Salamah (raa) when the Companions had

to remove their inram though they were upset to do so. She told him to remove his

ihram and the rest will follow suit.
Seeking Counsel (5_diu)

Hadith: (15585 & 25kl g1 Ga 4b % Gl 15785 35Ul i) spags Wb Galdl JUBEL - oy 4l &) s - G &
(o e 5okh Rl G Hak 5 5 3 ) e AT O Ul Goa 03 AL s 0GR (B o Ul 5T a A 28 G bl
B g1 B U 3135 (50 0 L 68 4y Y - alug dle ) - ) Upla ol S - aluag dle i) - ) Ul
e A5 ol o e a5 3 4 Uss Gt U - pls Adde ) a5y W o300 (e 258 B5MLN 515EE)
(The Prophet consulted the people as to how he could call them to the prayer. They
suggested a horn, but he disliked that because of the Jews (because the Jews used a
horn). Then they suggested a bell but he disliked that because of the Christians (because
the Christians used a bell). Then that night the call to the prayer was shown in a dream to
a man among the Ansar whose name was 'Abdullah bin Zaid, and to 'Umar bin Khattab.
The Ansari man came to the Messenger of Allah at night, and the Messenger of Allah
commanded Bilal to give the call to the prayer. (Da'if)Zuhri said: "Bilal added the phrase
"As-salatu khairum minan-nawm (the prayer is better than sleep)” to the call for the

morning prayer, and the Messenger of Allah approved of that." 'Umar said: "O Messenger

of Allah, | saw the same as he did, but he beat me to it.")8
Prayer of Istikhara (345u31)

130 1 Jaly ¢ TR (e B gmdlS LIS ) gal) (B 5 ALY Ulalay alug 4dde al Lo il Jomy OMS 1JB Ade Al oy wla (S
tankinl) dliad cya elllad g cellialy & jakin g cdlalny & pddiad ) agll) (S8 oS Ay Al e e (inS ) S uld (YL aSaa) a8
9 "‘éJ.Ai :\eﬁb\gg..im‘sgjgégégiﬁif&'\ (K7 ute.\a;a.;sut atlll Lsrd) D <l g ‘?'b‘ YJ#JJQ‘ Y g a5 Slild
"ol Adle g laag s B A d e 13 o) alad ciS ol g dd Sl Al (o g o8 ¢ Alag ol Jale™ 1)

Aala g 1B "y )l GlS Cua Al (8l g dde 3 pal g ¢ e 4d puald ddal g s el Jale™ 1 JE

8 Sunan Ibn Majah 707
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Messenger of Allah (&) used to teach us the Istikharah (seeking guidance from Allah) in

all matters as he would teach us a Surah of the Qur'an. He used to say: "When one of you
contemplates entering upon an enterprise, let him perform two Rak'ah of optional prayer
other than Fard prayers and then supplicate: "Allahumma inni astakhiruka bi ‘ilmika, wa
astaqdiruka bi qudratika, wa as-'aluka min fadlikal-'azim. Fainnaka taqdiru wa la aqdiru,
wa ta'lamu wa la a'lamu, wa Anta 'allamul- ghuyub. Allahumma in kunta ta'lamu anna
hadhal-'amra (and name what you want to do) khairun li fi dini wa ma'ashi wa 'agibati
amri, (or he said) 'qjili amri gjilihi, faqdurhu li wa yassirhu li, thumma barik li fihi. Wa in
kunta ta'lamu anna hadhal '‘amra (and name what you want to do) sharrun li fi dini wa
ma'ashi wa 'aqibati amri, (or he said) wa 'qjili amri wa djilihi, fasrifhu ‘anni, wasrifni ‘anhu,
wagqdur liyal- khaira haithu kana, thumma ardini bihi." (O Allah, | consult You through
Your Knowledge, and | seek strength through Your Power, and ask of Your Great Bounty;
for You are Capable whereas | am not and, You know and | do not, and You are the
Knower of hidden things. O Allah, if You know that this matter (and name it) is good for
me inrespect of my Deen, my livelihood and the consequences of my affairs, (or he said),
the sooner or the later of my affairs then ordain it for me, make it easy for me, and bless
it for me. But if You know this matter (and name it) to be bad for my Deen, my livelihood
or the consequences of my affairs, (or he said) the sooner or the later of my affairs then
turn it away from me, and turn me away from it, and grant me power to do good whatever
it may be, and cause me to be contented with it). And let the supplicant specify the

object®™".

e The one to consult is someone who is aware, truthful, honest, trustworthy, and is not
following his desires. It cannot be someone who is following his desires of the one who
is asking nor are they coward to say what they think.

¢ The chiefs say their views but they are not imposing it on the one in charge. When
making a decision, the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats are

considered beforehand.

Approach for decision making:

? Riyadh As Saliheen, Al Bukhari, Book 2, Hadith 718
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o ) ( ): she quickly consulted her chiefs after receiving
the letfter. Balgees had many chiefs, and by calling on them and identifying them
shows respect.

o | ) ( ): she told them to give her ( ) -
to answer her and give feedback. The word “fatwa” is very official. We cannot give
fatwas, only scholars can.

e They were a civilization that was managing on their own, and now Suleiman (a3l 4le)
has come because she is under him. She feels threatened that her civilization will be
taken away by a bigger civilization, but Suleiman (3l 4le) wants what's better for
her.

e We can consult and make a decision but we cannot blame afterwards when the

decision is taken. She took the responsibility because she said | ) — my matter.

o ) (

): here she says “I will not make a decision without you present”
and this shows transparency and honesty. It also shows a principle by which she
operates with her chiefs. The higher one goes, the higher the responsibility becomes
because one decision will affect many people.

e When everyone is present then everyone will be on the same page. If one is missing

and a decision is made, then he will not be on the same page, even if he is updated.

Word Meaning
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A person should not feel offended when asked for his opinion and it is not followed.
The chiefs understand Balgees can decide something different to what they advise.
She gave respect and they respected her.

( ) ( ): the chiefs are very proper and they give their views subtly
without enforcing.

( ) ( ): they said

we are a people of great power and great ability for war.

( ) (

): but the command is for you, so see what you will command.

Do not place yourself above the one in charge

When advising, be fruthful and honest but do not force or impose

Be present for a responsibility that belongs to you, especially when it involves decision
making.

Respect those below so they will respect the one above.
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