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When you look at the ayaat 1-9 and 90-104, both are beginnings and ends. Both have the same ending,
although they are not talking about any nation.
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26:1-9

The first part, 1-9, is general news of the
feeling of a person who has the clear truth,
but faces opposition and denial, &L, The
message is the best, the messenger is the
best, but if the people don’t want to change,
they will reject the clear message, which is
also &ass, up to date. This does not mean
that the fatwa changes to suit the people; the
message remains the same, but the
approach changes, and it is presented in a
new way.

The right reaction is submission. But
generally, people will not believe, they will
turn away, they will mock. The one who
doesn’t want to believe will show more
rejection. The more ayaat you bring, the
more severe will be his rejection.
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26:90-104

For a believer, one ayah is enough to increase

his faith. For the disbeliever, his disbelief becomes more intense with even

one ayah. One ayah is enough to convince a person who seeks the truth. The messengers brought ayaat,
verbal and tangible. Their impact was like Musa >l 4Jle striking the sea with his staff, and the waters parting,
as mentioned in ayah 63.

The result is mentioned in the second part, 90-104, the Day of Judgement. The people will be two categories,
the i, those who don'’t follow their desires, and the u:5¢, those who misguide and deceive others. All the
believers are one group, ¢l All the disbelievers are one group, o+l 25, the army of Iblees.

All the ¢z 5 mentioned in this surah worshipped someone rather than Allah. The people of Nuh 3l e
worshipped idols. The ‘Aad worshipped their own strength and power. The Thamud worshipped their own
intelligence. The nation of Lut >l 4de worshipped their desires. The nation of Shu’aib >l 4ile worshipped
money, so they cheated people. All will be /555, piled on top of each other, in the Fire. They will dispute with
each other in the Fire. Theirs is a train of misguidance and misguiding.

The only way of salvation is to follow the messengers. The way

to Jannah is only behind the Messenger of Allah alw 5 4le & Ja,
They are the ones who will have ¢l and axs 3112 on the Day
of Judgement.
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'Aad denied the messengers
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When their brother Hud said to them,
"Will you not fear Allah ?
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Indeed, I am to you a trustworthy
messenger,
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. .So fear Allah and obey me
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And I do not ask you for it any payment.
My payment is only from the Lord of the
worlds
26:123-127

The messenger of the nation of ‘Aad was Hud >kl 4le. The
story begins with Js~_ll 3522, the da’'wah of the messenger. The
people of Nuh 3Ll 4lde threatened him, but the ‘Aad didn’t do
that. Nuh defended and clarified his followers, to clarify doubts.

The ‘Aad didn’t have doubts, they were dismissive of the da’'wah
of Hud 3l 4= They told their him that whether he preached to
them or not, it would make no difference to them.

The beginning pattern for the da’'wah is the same as that for
Nuh 3l 4de | in which he introduced himself, and presented the
concept of taqwa. This shows that all the messengers, although
different, were connected, and were one group. Hud #3tdl 4ie is
also called » s3l, their brother, he was from among them, so he
understood them.




The level of preaching for idol worshippers was more intense, hence the du’a of Nuh 23l e at the end. The
‘Aad were very shallow in their thinking. They were people of dunya. They lived in the area mentioned in the
Qura’an as <Y, the sand dunes, in the wind swept hills, south of the Arabian peninsula, where present day
Yemen and Oman are. They had been given extreme physical strength.
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Do you construct on every elevation a sign,

., .amusing yourselves
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And take for yourselves palaces and
fortresses that yoq, might,abide eternally?
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And when you strike, you sirike as tyrants
o 34419[9 &l 33413
So, fear Allah and obey me
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And fear He who provided you with that
‘which yqu know
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Provided you with grazing livestock and
children
Osaes wlbing
And gardens and sprlngs ;
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Indeed, I fear for you the punishment of a
terrible day
26:128-135

They are mentioned in Surah Al-Fajr as skl &3 ). Their
capital city was called Iram. They built lofty monuments and
their area became known as the land of a thousand pillars. It
was a civilization unlike any other. Allah blessed the ‘Aad with
fertile land and abundant agriculture, many children, an ample
supply of livestock and easy access to water resources. The
people themselves were described as tall, strong, and well
built.

In many ways, the ‘Aad could be described as a society much
like many of the opulent societies that exist today. There was
an excess of wealth and the proud, arrogant people were not
satisfied with fulfilling their basic needs. They began to build
towers and dwellings merely to display their wealth and they
accumulated worldly possessions as if they were a people
destined to live forever.

The rulers and leaders of ‘Aad were powerful tyrants, their
wealth did not make them soft, as sometimes happens, but
rather they grew strong and dominated the lands around
them. Their arrogance and pride grew. They belied their
messenger, and that was the same as belying them all.

The da’'wah took a customized tone, addressing their daily
lives. Hud »>dl 4le targeted their issues, in order to make time
realize their folly. They were arrogant because of their power,
they felt secure in their physical prowess. Forbidding then

wouldn’t work, so Hud 2l 4= mentioned their actions,

making them realize their mistakes, which showed the sins of their hearts. This was

strategically stated in the form of a question.

Although building is a halal action, their buildings were to feed their arrogance. The word

&L has multiple meanings.

- Ahigh place, such as a hill or mountain
- The way

- Extra, such as charity

- Favours of everything

- The beginning of something and its best
- The beginning of the age of someone

The ‘Aad built pillared monuments from every elevated place. These monuments were
unique and fascinating, symbols of their artistry and power. The people of ‘Aad, much like
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many people today, believed that the purpose of life was to accumulate wealth, prestige,

and possessions.Their capital city Iram is rumoured to be the fabled lost city of Ubar, a
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remote desert oasis and a major trading centre inhabited by powerful and wealthy

people. Legend has it that the city was lost in a major sand storm that buried the entire
area. In 1992, the lost city was discovered using remote sensing data. Satellite imagery
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exposed a large area of sand dunes, under which lies a major wadi or dry stream-bed.
Ubar is currently under excavation and evidence has revealed an octagonal fortified city

with 30-foot towers and thick walls.

The word =<« means palaces with detailed facades. They built as if they would live eternally. They felt
immortal because of these monuments they erected. We don'’t think this is an issue, but Allah sent a

messenger to address it.

They were transgressing, cruel and careless people. Their leaders were powerful tyrants who dominated the
lands around them. They felt secure in their strength. What would tagwa mean for them? Not to waste their
time in building useless monuments, not to be harsh and cruel. The sand can cover even the highest buildings

so completely as if they never existed.

Hud 234l 4le reminded them of the blessings which Allah had given them, so that they would not remain



needless to them. They were so amazed and proud of what they constructed that they forgot about the
blessings of Allah. Be cautious of the wrath of the One who gave you all these blessings, supplied you with
everything. All that you are making is by what He gave you. It is ingratitude to disregard the blessings of Allah.
What is more amazing, your buildings or the sun and moon? Dunya is fleeting, what Allah provides is
enduring. Allah provided them with livestock, springs, gardens, offspring. All this should increase your faith. But
your own accomplishments have blinded you to all of this.

Hud >4l 4ile showed his concern for them. He was afraid they would have to face a severe torment.



